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GreatNet Website
Makes Its Debut

Fostering
Inter-municipal
Cooperation

By Wendy Karpel Kreltzman

GreaiNet is up and running. Visit
GreatNet or the Interpet, at
wwiw.grealneiny.ngl, and you will
find a source for all the villages, tho
town, and the specinl districts on the
Great Neck peninsula, This program
is the creation of Infosys Interna-
tional In¢,, & 22-year-old informa-
tion technology company from
Plainview, According to Infosys In-
ternational Vice President Mark
Schimel, a longlime Greal Neck res-
ident and ereator of the program,
this program is the first of its kind in
New York.

Starting the project, Mr, Schimel
felt that “Oreat Neck truly needs
real time technology 1ool cnabling
utl the governmental entities on
thé peninsula to cooperate and co-
ordinate.

Funded through a New York State
Department of State geant, the web-
site provides a mechanism through
which public officials can communi-
cate “24/7." Through the site’s
“hack-end” program, local mayors
and other such officials can enter a
secure section of the site via pass-
words and distribute informalion to
their colleagues, as well as receive
feedback for innovative ideas.
Through this web-based intranet
program inter-municipat coopera-
tion will be fostered.

Mr. Schimel told the Grear Neck
Reécord: “The great value of this sec-
tion is to foster cooperation between
\he municipalitics on the peninsula,

{continged on page 31}

GreatNﬁt WebSite {continved from page 3)

They can share bids for greater buying
power, share on grant applications o
strengthien the application, and share ideas
in their forem section, It will allow each
entity 1o operate more efficiently as the
can learn from the suceess stories eacz
has to tell. Most importantly in these
times is (hat it will allow smaller munici-
palitics 10 initiate cooperative ventures in
order to fower ihdr costs and save the tax-
payers' snoney.”

And along those lines, the websle
contains sites for cooperative purchasing
and grants.

For the publie, this is an Intemet site
which includes information on not oaly
the nine villages and the town, but as well
there are the special districts, the public
schools, the park district, the library, the
Chamber of Commotce, the Plaza Busi-
ness Improvement District, ete. There is
ulso an emergency section, and emer-
goncy postings pop-up mm\ed{atcly Train
and bus schedules are included, as well as
a communily calendar,

Mr. Schime} said, “Here you can find a
very clear pcmnsula.wide calendar 5o res-
idents and visitors see events and activi-
ties in any village or special district, such
as the park district, school district, or even
sewer district, It will allow notices to be
posted for any health or safety warnings
for the area, unscheduled school closings,
road repairs, or anything else that might
affect the quality of fife on the peninsula.
It has n very comprchensive contact list
for clected officials, emergency phone
numbers, village offices, and other impor-
tant phone numbers.”

There are links from GreatNet to any
village or municipality on the peninsula
fhat has its own website.

And for all who are concerned with the
state’s push for consolidation (and disso-
jution), Mr. Schimel told the Record that
the website's emphasis on cooperation
and collaboration among municipalities
shows what local government can do, to-
gether, saving taxpayers money and pro-
viding even better focal government.

To bring the GreatNet program to your region, contact

Mark Schimel, Vice President, Sales & Marketing

Infosys International Inc., 110 Terminal Drive, Plainview, NY 11803

{516)244-0340

marks@infosysinternational.com




“Serving the Incorporated Villages of Great Neck, Great Neck Estaies, Great Nock Plaze, Kensington, Kings Polnt, Lake Success,

Greatnet Debuts On Internet

The Greal Neck Peninsula hns a new place on the Internet:
www.eresinetnynet.

For the first time, there is o “one-stop” information source for all
of Great Neck's villages, speclal districts and Town of North Hemp-
stead on the Great Neek Ponlnsula www.greatnetny.net. i

Funded through a $50,000 Now York Stale Department of State
grant (of which the Town of North Hempsiead is paying 10 percent}
and at no cost 1o the villages, the regional site may be the first of its
kind in New York State. Tire Town of North Hempstead, threugh its
own 1T department, is hosting the site and wilt hundis maintenance.

Produced by Infosys International Inc., a 22 year old nforma-
tion Technology company lecated in Plainview, GreatNet is a web
baged intranet platform that has Lwo mnin components: an inter-
net site for the publie, and a secure intranct for officials,

At the internet site for the public, you can find & very ¢lear Penin-
sula-wide calendar so residents and visitors see évents and activi-
ties in any village or special district, such as the park district, schoot

districl, or sewer district, I will allow notices to be posted for any -

henlth or safety warnings for the area, unscheduled school ¢losings,
road repairs, or anything else that might affect the quality of life on
the porinsula. It has a comprehensive contact Jist for elected offi-
cinls, emergency phone numbers, village offices, and other impor-
tant phone numbers, Beeause GreatNet will be updated regularly,
residents witl check the site frequently for news and events. There
are links from GreatNet to any village or municipality on the penin-
sula that has its own website, as well as LIRR and LI Bus.

The sccure, web-hased intranet for village officinls and special
district officers is a password-protected section that allows village
mayors, trustecs, commissioners and officers to communicate among
each ether and discuss issues of concern, The great value of this sec-
tion is to foster cooperation between tho municipalities on the penin-
sula. They can share bids for greater buying power, grant applica.
tions to strongthan the application, and ideas in their forum section.

That ability to foster cooperation among the municipalities and

the cost-efficioncics that might resull, was the real appeal for the

Department of State,

“it will allow each entity to operate more efficiently us they can
learn from the success atories each has to tell.,” said Infosys Inferna-
tionnd Vice President Mark Schimel. “Most imporlantly in these times
is that it will allow smaller municipalities to initiate cooperative ven-
{ures in order to fower their costs and save the Laxpayers’ money.”

Russell Gardens, Saddle Rock, Thamaston, and the wiincorporated areas of the Greal Nock Peninsula for over 72 Years

The GreatNet intranet project is the creation of Mr. Schimel,
whao is alzo a Great Neck resident, ¥I felt Great Neck needed a real
timne technotogy tool enabling all the governmental entilies on the
peninsula Lo couperate and coordinate. Wo have nine villages, a
Town, a school district, n park district, three fire companies, a li-
brary, four viilage police depariments, and more, In addition, there
are a host of community service organizations on the peninsula.
There is so much going on, but nevor before was there just one
place to see it all.”

The GreatNe! program is based on Infosys Internationsl's iiin-
tranet platform that was develeped in-house and is a proprictary
product of the company. [t can bo used in private industry as well
us municipal applications,

“GrentNet will save the peninsula money, improve the quality of
lifo for the residents and commuters, foster a apirit of cooperation
among the separate entities that exist in the area, improve effi-
ciency, and enhance a sense of community that is so vital to our re-
gion,” said Raj Mehta, Chaivman and CEO of Infosys.

To bring the GreatNet program to your region, conlact

Mark Schimel, Vice President, Sales & Marketing

Infosys International Inc., 110 Terminal Drive, Plainview, NY 11803

(516)244-0340
marks@infosysinternational.com




